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Today’s 
topics

1 Nutrient pollution in Puget Sound

2 Puget Sound Nutrient General Permit

3 Financial Assistance Opportunities

4 Status of Tacoma’s Individual Permits

4 Q&A
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The nutrient 
problem in 

Puget Sound



Puget Sound 
Nutrient General Permit
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Puget Sound Nutrient 
General Permit: 
Requirements for the 
first five years
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Tacoma’s WWTPs



Permit Status
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Appeals
• 10 appeals to the permit
• Parties have agreed to stay a 

few provisions of the permit
• Stayed provisions will be 

decided by the PCHB
• Permit implementation will 

continue in the meantime 

Issued: Dec. 1, 2021
Effective: Jan. 1, 2022
Coverages to Date
• 58 plants need coverage

• 26 coverages as of 2/4/22
• 15 pending 

• Application submitted for both 
Tacoma plants 
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General 
Permit 
Planning 
Requirements

Nutrient Reduction Evaluation 
• Due Dec. 31, 2025 (end of permit year 

4)
• Alternatives analysis for two effluent 

conditions
• Includes rate assessment and EJ 

analysis
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Planning in Tacoma



Funding Opportunities
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Annual wastewater funding levels:
• $18M– State Centennial Clean Water Program
• $220M– Combined State and Federal Revolving Fund

New Federal Funding 
• $193M – New “stimulus” funds for 2022-2026
• $271M – Reauthorization of CWSRF
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Water Quality 
Combined 
Funding 
Program

WQ Combined Funding Program - Link



$9 million appropriation from 2021 Legislative Session
• Planning
• Optimization/Operational Efficiencies
• Monitoring

• Base Grant for City of Tacoma:
• $275,349
• Application due by March 1, 2022

• Dept. of Commerce – Connecting Housing to 
Infrastructure grants
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Permit Term
Funding 
Support

PSNGP Funding Guidelines -
Link

https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2110042.pdf


Individual NPDES Permits
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Tacoma’s Individual Permits
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Questions?

Contact information:
Vince McGowan
vincent.mcgowan@ecy.wa.gov

mailto:Vincent.mcgowan@ecy.wa.gov
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